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In my room...

[Continued from page 4]

Today I’m in my room freezing.
It’s 9 feet by 12 feet and part of an
old grainery building in rural
Northern Kansas. I’ll be here
awhile. It's rained since 4:00 a.m.,
is now sleeting and freezing rain,
and this afternoon and this
evening will change to snow.
Wind speeds have been 20 to 30
miles per hour out of the north
most of the night and will increase
to 40 miles per hour late this after-
noon and evening. Then it will get
cold. Praise God for this aban-
doned building that's my home ‘til
the storm blows through.

There are no windows, just a door.
Praise God there is a door. My
tiny flashlight supplies light to
write by. Praise God this building
is fairly tight and there are only
two tiny holes in the roof. Of
course, I laid my sleeping bag
down under one of the leaks.
Praise God I don't have to deal
with large wind chills as my feet
are already very cold. My sleep-
ing bag isn't adequate for the con-
ditions.

Two-thirds of the time arrange-
ments have been made for me to
stay in someone's home or a
church building. Tonight and
tomorrow night I will stay here in
my room, praying that I don't get
frost bit. Many of the places I usu-
ally stay would be inadequate
today and I'd probably die.

From December 12, 2002, to
March 2, 2003, I was taken care of
by the Twin Falls Church of the
Brethren. 1 escaped the dead of
the winter even though that part of
the world didn't have much winter
during that time. Of course, one
never knows how the winter sea-
son will be beforehand.

Yes, I've slept in temperatures as
low as 5 degrees F. and walked in
the snow, but ‘til now it's been ele-
vation related. Once I returned to
lower elevations the conditions
were much less snowy and cold.
This part of the U.S. is the low-
lands. It's been kinda cold in
Kansas much of the past month
and I'll be walking Nebraska and

Iowa all winter into springtime.

Praise God Brethren churches are
much closer than the 500 miles in
between Twin Falls, Idaho, and
Grand  Junction, Colorado.
Hopefully, I won't have to deal
with real winter much as Christian
brothers and sisters and others
take me in. There will be times
like now where I'll have to deal
with winter like those that are truly
homeless.

Please pray for us. Please pray we
will find safe, warm, loving places
to stay. Please don't forget about
us when the Christmas season is
over. It's still cold. It's still lonely
out here.

Please reach out to us. I can't
explain how good I feel when this
happens. It is uplifting beyond
words when someone is nice to
me.

Please break through your fears,
selfishness, busyness, and judg-
ment to have relationships with
those that Jesus speaks about in

the Bible often. Not only do the
homeless' lives depend on this, but
so does yours.

‘Til the next time . . .
In Christ's love,

Don

Miles to date: 7,996

Money picked up along road:
$628.86

Unsolicited money given by
motorists: $685.44

P.S. TI've ordered a new sleeping
bag good to —-30 degrees F.
Hopefully, this will keep me from
freezing to death this winter. I
can't order up your love, it only
comes from letting it pass from
God through you to others. God is
Great!!

The official Walk website is
www.brethren.org. Then just
click on keyword Walk Across
America. Once you're into the
Walk website click on any words
that are not black and white and
more information will appear.

Hunger and Homelessness in America’s Cities:

A Sixteen-Year Comparison of Data
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